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814-495-4495

Open Daily Monday-Saturday
Route 53 Summertiill >

magic mist
CARPET CLEANING
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

STEAM DRY SYSTEM
Dries in 1Hour .. ..o omer

Prices Start at $25/Room— Standard Service

Call for Details 800-452-3306

STOP! Don’t Pay That
Auto Insurance!

% Call us for more information...

Hershberger Insurance Agency

440 Femdale Ave.
Johnstown, PA 15905

814-288-1591
ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

ERIE.
Brighten your
WHITES!
m CallDR. m ik e!

Michael Z. Rice, DMD
Rice Dental Assoc., Inc.
1746 Lyter Drive (Near the Westwood Plaza)

255-5078

RiceDentalAssocCaol.com

% Baby Lock Denim Pro I
L **  B15
Off 1S of the most popular creative stitches
and utility stitches buih in

- S feet with 5 Additional feet
While supply lasts nai;i)KtlanZEesser eet Wi itional fee
A" CﬂH %by Automatk buttonhole
Locks on SALE

KEMNYS

Heavy Duty
You *ve got It made with M

1326 Scalp Ave., Johnstown
BehindK.F.C. 266-1833

www .solarthwrm.com
E-mail: solarthrm@aol.com

1 800.435-9587
269-3349

Spring Deals

AFTER THE SALE - YOUR TICKET FOR:

PARTS, SERVICE & DELIVERY

EQUIPMENI

JOHNSTOWN CRESSON

O thO cuUCi2624)137 886.4183

BROKEN GLASS?

We Install the Best
and Repair the Rest!

CAMBRIA GLASS &
INSULATION, INC.

1269 Broad Street, Johnstown, PA 15906
814-535-6181 800-860-6181 FAX: 814-535-6182

Largest Tire Inventory In Town
We Service Brakes, Shocks, Struts,
Mufflers, Alignment, Lube, Oil Filter

PA. State Inspection

9 om-9 pm Mon, to Fri,; 9 am-5 pm Sat,

CARMEN'S W holesale Tires
1801 Bedford Street

266-3424

Spedaliiing in High Performance Tires,
light Track Tires, ATV's and Passenger Tiresl

- Complete Mechanical Repair
= Computer Diagnostics « 24 Hour Towing

MOXHAM MOBILt yew .,

320 Ohio St., Johnstown 539-7400
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Copsii Embezzlement spanned 3 yeals

THE TRIBUNE-DEMCXJRAT

Cambria County detectives have charged that
Allegra Rastall, a member of the Johnstown Rede-
velopment Authority’s board, embezzled $152,041
from a 91-year-old woman for whom she had
power of attorney.

The following is a timetable of what authorities
contend occurred:

April 29,1999: Rastall cashes $35,000 certificate
of deposit belonging to the woman.

April 30,1999: Rastall cashes two CDs belong-
ing to the victim valued at $39,284.74. Of that
money, $37,000 was made into a cashier’s check
for Rastall and $1,300 was placed into the
account of Bifano’s Groceria, 411 Daniel St.,

owned by Allegra and Todd Rastall.

Jan. 13,2000: Mrs. Rastall withdraws $31,379.86
from the woman’s savings account, draining the
account.

May 3, 2000: Records show the two cashier’s
checks written out to Mrs. Rastall from the cer-
tificates of deposit are used to pay offa commer-
cial loan.

Batwaan Octobar 1999 and April 2002: Mrs.
Rastall misrepresents $9,950 in checks, some of
which were deposited into Bifano’s account.

May 13: A protective service investigator for
Cambria County Area Agency on Aging inter-
views the victim.

The investigator obtains a notice of cancella-

tion for the woman’s fire insurance, and a past-
due tax statement.

A checkbook turned over to the investigator
shows two checks totaling $3,500 that were not
properly recorded.

May 18: Copies of those two checks are pro-
vided to authorities by Cenwest Bank on
Franklin Street. The checks were written to
Bifano’s Groceria and its lottery account,
authorities said.

luna 17: Authorities obtain a search warrant
for Mrs. Rastall’s financial records.

Fab. 28: Mrs. Rastall is charged with eight
counts of theft and misapplication of entrusted

property.
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had power of attorney for the past
seven years.

Court documents show a large por-
tion of that money was deposited
into accounts for Bifano’s Groceria
or to pay offa commercial loan.

Repeated telephone calls to
Rastall’s home on Osborne Street
went unanswered. No one responded
to numerous knocks on her door,
though a little girl peeked her head
through the blinds and then went
upstairs.

Two years ago, Bifano’s Groceria
was torched to cover up a burglary,
authorities said. The crime remains
unsolved. The fire caused about

$30,000 in damage, gutting the store.

Neighbors remain skeptical about
who set the fire, saying two large dogs
at a home next door, which were out
in the yard that night, did not bark
and a loud burglar alarm at Bifano’s
never sounded.

In November, Cambria County
Court records show the store was
transferred solely into the name of
Rastall’s husband, Todd. Last month,
documents reveal the house on
Osbome Street was turned over to
Mrs. Rastall.

Sources and neighbors said the cou-
ple is separated.

Mrs. Rastall has continued to serve
on the five-member redevelopment
board since her term expired Dec. 3L

Mayor Don Zucco said he is sched-
uled to interview a final candidate to

fill her post tomorrow.

“We’ll make a decision at Wednes-
day’s council meeting,” he said in a
telephone interview. “I’m almost com-
pleted with the process.”

Mrs. Rastall is accused by Cambria
County District Attorney’s Office of
illegally cashing $152,041.20 in certifi-
cates of deposit and savings bonds
belonging to the Boyd Avenue woman.

After being arraigned, she immedi-
ately waived her right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and could stand trial as
soon as May, authorities said. She is
charged with eight counts of theft and
misapplication ofentrusted property.

“l hope theyre wrong,” Council-
woman Nancy Malloy said. “I feel
badly. She’s a very likable, very
bright person. | cant imagine her
doing anything so stupid.

“Ifit’strue, she’s in a lot oftrouble,”
Malloy added in a telephone inter-
view.

Zucco and Mrs.
clashed for years.

Six years ago, Zucco defeated her
husband, a former city councilman,
for mayor.

After taking office, he reversed
Mrs. Rastall’s appointment to the
redevelopment authority by his pre-
decessor, former Mayor Linda
Weaver. Zucco instead tried to keep
incumbent Willis DeBouse on the
board.

Mrs. Rastall sued in county court,
claiming her appointment was
repealed for political reasons. 'The
state Supreme Court eventually
upheld her appointment, and she

Rastall have

DIRECTOR
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town’s oldest black-owned business.

She also was a landlord and bail bondswoman.
Through the years. Miss Gordon had been a city
alderman, traffic court magistrate and tax assessor.

Her friend was a humble lady and, in a quiet
fashion, helped many young people attend college,
Mrs. Carter said.

Mrs. Carter, past president of the Johnstown
chapter of National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, said Miss Gordon meant
much to the organization.

She said Miss Gordon was one of the first life-
time members in the Johnstown chapter and was
active in the chapter’s Women In NAACP organi-
zation. Its mission is to serve the community.

Mrs. Carter said Miss Gordon will be missed by
many.

Perhaps her good nature was best exemplified
last year.

In April, Miss Gordon was taken by an ambu-
lance to a hospital, prompting rumors she had
died. The feisty Miss Gordon quickly quelled the
rumor by taking out an advertisement in The Tri-

FEDS

Preliminary plans call for a hand-
ful of employees here, including Han-

bune-Democrat stating she was in the best of
health, and by attending as many community func-
tions as possible.

Miss Gordon lifted the burden off many families
during their time ofbereavement through her pro-
fessionalism, Mrs. Carter said in a telephone inter-
view.

She said Miss (Jordon was a talented funeral
director,

“Her skills brought comfort to families,” Mrs.
Carter said. “Families respected her. They knew
everything would be OK with her in charge.”

She said Miss (Jordon was a compassionate
woman.

“She loved people,” Mrs. Carter said. “She had a
very good heart. She touched many lives in a good
way.”

The Rev. Ralph E. Johnson Sr., pastor of St.
James Missionary Baptist Church in Johnstown’s
Hornerstown section, said Miss Gordon really
cared about the families she served as a funeral
director.

“She wanted to help people,” he said in a tele-
phone interview.

He said she was a supporter of St. James who
cared about the church and assisted the communi-
ty in a variety of ways.

Tokar-Ickes said.

“Really, this is the first step in
what will be a long-term presence,”

joined the board in 2000.

“She meant a lot,” he said.

d Miss (Jordon never married and had no chil-
ren.

Dorothy Thomas, past president of the Johns-
town NAACP chapter, said Miss (Jordon was kind
and generous and especially liked helping young
people.

She said Miss (Jordon was instrumental in start-
ing the Johnstown chapter of Women In NAACP in
1979. The chapter held dances to raise money and
Miss (Jordon always bought plenty of tickets, giv-
ing them to young people to attend the dance.

Miss (Jordon - without fanfare - also helped stu-
dents attend college, Mrs. Thomas said.

“She loved helping people,” Mrs. Thomas said.
“She had a genuine interest in people and the com-
munity.”

Miss (Jordon was an intelligent person and had a
down-to-earth personality, Mrs. Thomas said.

She said Miss (Jordon eryoyed visiting different
churches in the area and supported aU of them.

Friends will be received from 5to 9 p.m. tomor-
row at St. James Missionary Baptist Church, ax
Pine St., Johnstown. A funeral service will be held
at 1p.m. Saturday at St. James.

“Miss (Jordon will be buried in her native Geor-
gia.

The task force, a still-unnamed fed-
eral advisory commission and the
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that’s sure to increase soon.

Hanley said the Somerset office
will function only until a Flight 93
memorial is finished - which will
take more than three years under
federal legislation passed last year.

“Once the memorial is opened, we
want to be as close to it as possible,”
Hanley said.

Hanley said the federal (Jeneral
Services Administration will solicit
proposals and select an office in Som-
erset.

“They’ll let me know when they
find something,” she said.

ley and her secretary.

“We’re going to have an empty
desk for anybody who’s in town and
wants to work there,” Hanley said.

The move, coming just as the
Flight 93 Memorial Task Force
begins its work, brings a central
player in the planning much closer to
the crash site just outside of
Shanksville.

“I think the fact that the park ser-
vice is committing themselves to a
local presence isan indicator oftheir
commitment to this,” Pamela Tokar-
Ickes, Somerset (Jounty commission-
er, said in a telephone interview yes-
terday.

County Judge Kim Gibson, Flight
93 Memorial Task Force co-chair-
man, echoed those sentiments.

“It will be good to have them here,”
Gibson said in a telephone interview.

Gibson said the memorial task
force likely will continue to meet at
Shanksville-Stonycreek High School
because of the sheer size ofthe group.
Their first meeting was Saturday,
and the next session is scheduled for
May 10.

But smaller committees formed
within the task force could meet at
the park service’s Somerset office,
Gibson said.

park service have manyovertapping
jobs in creating a site. Input will
come from a variety of groups includ-
ing local residents, officials and
g%ose who lost loved ones on Flight

Hanley said her staff will consider
three main issues: Boundaries for a
Flight 93 memorial, planning for the
memorial itself and arranging for a
“new unit ofthe park service.”

"That last aspect includes planning
for all features of a national park
aside from a memorial, including
office space and visitors’ facilities.

“It’s what’s going to happen on the

SPANS
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Pennsylvania has 213 covered bridges, down
from a peak of 1,500, said Joyce Soroka, a member
of the Bedford County group and vice president of
Theodore Burr Covered Bridge Society of Penn-
sylvania Inc.

Despite the significant loss of its covered
bridges, once known as kissing bridges, Pennsyl-
vania continues to have the largest number in the
nation, said Soroka, of Harrisburg.

Ohio is second with 104 bridges, she told society
members.

“I think everyone thinks of Vermont when they
think of covered bridges, but it’s because of the
way they promote them,” she said.

Soroka praised the “bridgers” and especially

society founder Sandra Crawford, who is stepping
aside to allow others to take over.

Crawford of Everett said she was prompted to
start the society after the 1983 flood that devastat-
ed much of Hyndman and heavily damaged the
nearby Herline Covered Bridge.

Through the efforts of Crawford and the soci-
el'&/),7 the bridge was rebuilt and reopened in

With the help of federal dollars, seven of the
eight bridges belonging to the county were
repaired between 1992 and 2000.

One bridge Crawford and the society were
never able to see rebuilt was the McDaniel Cov-
ered Bridge outside Breezewood. It burned to the
ground in 1987 at the hands of an arsonist.

"This group was like the watchdog after the
McDaniel Covered Bridge burned,” Soroka said.
“Oftentimes when we were trying to get other

rest of the land,” Hanley said.

counties to do something, we would point to the
society in Bedford County as the role model.”

The Aug. 14 arson of the Ryot bridge was an
incentive for the group to reorganize and again
call attention to the bridges and the role they play
in the county, members said.

The county commissioners have pledged to a
8,0 rebuild of the bridge, two miles south of
Route 56 near Fishertown.

_ Tice was elated that the organization is re-form-
ing.

“Covered bridges are very important to Bedford
County tourism and the economy,” he said. “We
will do everything we can to help them.”

Longtime member Mary Robinette of Bedford is
Eaki_ng over the leadership role on a temporary

asis.

The group will next meet at 10 a.m. April 2 at
the Everett library.

PACT
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Arbitration failed once before, and
neither side holds out much hope for
it to work this time, but it is required
under state law after a strike.

Teachers struck in December,
after three years of bargaining failed
to produce an agreement.

Salary scale and health insurance
premiums have been the sticking
points.

. The only changes teachers made
were:

m Changing language regarding
their wish not to pay any part of a

WORKERS
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freeze call engendered a range of
reactions.

“l think, in general, people do not
believe the problem is as bad as he’s
making it sound,” said Ric LeBlanc,
an attorney general’s employee.

“Most people think it%s not neces-
sary."

Last fall, when talks werent as
Imminent, state union leaders had
indicated priorities for them in this
negotiating cycle would be maintain-

health care premium.

m Asking that leave time from the
federal Family and Medical Leave Act
not run concurrent with other leaves.

The current policy of counting
other leaves also as part of the 12-
week FMLA time “defeats the pur-
po%e of having FMLA,” Critchfield
said.

The district proposal, made public
Tuesday, calls for teachers to pay 20
percent of their monthly health care
premiums, rather than the 10 per-
cent the district had been asking for.

Increased costs are the reason,
school board President John Cole-
man said.

The union proposal was not a sur-

ing health benefits and job security.

But yesterday, leaders said little
about Rendell’s proposed freeze, not-
ing they haven' seen any specific eco-
nomic proposals from the administra-
tion yet, let alone begun negotiations.

“We’ll just have to wait and see
what transpires across the bargain-
ing table,” said David Fillman, exec-
utive director of Council 13 of Amer-
ican Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, the state
workers’ largest union.

The average state worker’s salary
last year was $41,405, with benefits
costing an additional $13,112.

prise to Coleman, who called it unac-
ceptable.

In a telephone interview, he said,
“We realize that coming to an agree-
ment is going to be very difficult -
even more so than last time.”

“No other teachers groups in the
entire area are paying a premium for
their basic health care,” Critchfield
said of the district’s proposal.

The new district offer also would
end early retirement incentive pay-
ments.

Both offers are available at district
offices, where comments may be sub-
mitted. The comments, ifsigned, will
be considered by the neutral arbiter
assigned to the case.

DIPLOMATS
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In a statement issued in Washington.

“The United States has requested
the departure of two attaches from
the Irag Mission to the United
Nations. Nazih Abdul Latif Rahman
and Yehla Naeem Suaoud have been
asked to depart by midnight March
7,7 it said.

“The two attaches were engaged in
activities outside the scope of their
official function. Federal law
enforcement authorities deemed the

The school board intends to place
both proposals on a Web site set up
to handle strike and negotiations
news, www.sasdboard.net.

“We really think public informa-
tion is key," district Business Man-
ager Richard Whipkey said in an
interview in his office.

Part of the reason is that, in May,
five of nine school board seats are up
tor election. Though all five are run-
ning, they will be opposed by a slate
of candidates backed by the union.

The arbitration hearing will begin
in two weeks. Last summer’s arbi-
tration took several months, but the
process Is expected to go much faster
this time.

activities to be harmful to our
national security.”

The men have the ranks of attach-
es but are not on the list of personnel
accredited to the United Nations, Al-
Douri said.

The U.S. government has asked
roughly 60 countries to expel select-
ed Iraqis that American officials say
are undercover intelligence officers,
U.S. officials said yesterday, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity.

It is feared that some of those
Iragis planned to carry out attacks
In retaliation for any U.S. invasion
of Iraq, the official said.
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