History 2

A brochure for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Lawrence F. Flick State Hospital in Cresson, Pa., held in
1963, was gratiously sent to me by the Cambria County Library in Johnstown, Pa. It gives a wealth of detail

about the history of the sanatorium. As far as | can determine, it is the only officially published version of the
sanatorium history.

However, an earlier unpublished version of the sanatorium history was discovered, the text of which is
presented on the "History 3" page. Of course, the two historical writeups have much the same factual data,
but each contain some unique events and data which complement each other and give a more complete
history of the sanatorium.

The 22 page brochure for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Lawrence F. Flick State Hospital is as
follows:
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The Lawrence F. Flick State Haspital is one
of four Pennsylvania Department of Health tubercu=~
losis hospitals, It occupies a tract of five hun~
dred acres on the summit of Cresson lMountain, a
short distance east of the borough of Cresson, It
is on the crest of the Alleghenies, on the divide
between two drainage systems, Rain and snow that
fall on the east wing of the hospital eventually
go to the Atlantic Ocean by way of the Juniata and
Susquehanna Rivers; rain and snow that fall on the
west wing go to the Gulf of Mexico by way of the
Conemaugh, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. The al=-
titude is approximately 2600 feet.

Slightly more than fifty years ago the top of
Cresson Mountain was a forested wilderness, Nar-
row trails through the forest were sometimes used
as bridle paths by summer visitors to the resort
town of Cresson,

A well-known citizen of Pittsburgh, Andrew
Carnegie, selected the top of the mountain as the
site for a luxurious home for his mother, Before
the house had been started, his mother died, and
the land then remained idle,

Samuel G. Dixon, M, D,; Pennsylvania's first
Commissioner of Health, had been 1looking for a
site in western Pennsylvania for a tuberculosis
hospital At that time it was believed that moun-
tain air was especially beneficial in the treat-
ment of tuberculosis. Cresson mountain was one of
three sites that Dr, Dixon was considering,
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When approached by Dre Dixon as to his will=

ingness tupEeI;I tg: lang tztzizdcagzz:wei}thtzi
ania . Carnegle

g:::i?i:ania' Department of Health wouldthi;:ulﬁ
tuberculosis sanatorium on the land,l : ros)8
gladly donate it for that purpose. The ann o
fore passed to the Gommonwealth unﬁe{lzr
Legislature in 1911 at a cost of one do .

Dixon himself furnished the ground plan

of thzriuildings, and t:ad:rohi;scﬁogézgziate: E:z

1 scheme. In bullding the Iy
%:::Eze was made from what was then ung;1%:r§;
good practice. A majority of the beds wou :
hospital wards yather than in outlying cottiqzi;
It was ot that time believed that tuberculo
could best be treated under camp conditions.

he adminis-
The first buildings eracted were 1
tration building, dining building, and east wi:g&
all connected by gorridors; the power ho:iions;
laundry; twenty cottages; four open pav
barn; poultry houses.

d, there
From the day the hospital was opened,
has been continuous ghange, Great ohangas h:i:
taken place in the treatment of tuberculosis, B
at the same time additions and improvements ve
peen made in the physical plant.

i isted
In 1912, treatment for tuberculosis cons 4
of fresh air, “o“riShinngD:d'aiﬂiszedtizsgiueagi
were require o .
tztezznr;neumothorag treatment was institut;d—-tn:
partial or complete collapsing of a lungl y_ the
introduction of air inte the pleural cav tﬂ-hgsl
ing the affected lung a chance 1o rest an % hx;
Since the development of various drugs ava ;uch
to tréat the disease, recovery has become o
more rapid, New techniques in chest s:r%::g.sur_
antituberculosis drug therapy, have minim
gical risk and speeded Tecovery.
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The average age of adult patients has risem
from 33 years in 1945 to 54 years in 1962, This
indicates that tuberculosis is no longer a disease
of youth, Because of improved methods of case de-
tection, few children now develop the disease.

As the years have passed, and what was once &
sanatozium has become more and more like a general
hospital, the work of administering such a hospi-
tal has become increasingly complex, It has there-
fore been necessary to add to the administrative
staff, in order to relieve the Medical Director of
some of the burden of looking after all business
detadls, A Business Manager was appointed in 1947,
and a Personnel Manager, who also serves as Assist=
ant Buginess Manager, in 1956,

That Flick State Hospital has performed its
task well was made evident in November, 1948, when
the hospital was fully accredited by the Joint
Commission of the American College of Surgeons and
the American Medical Association,

When the first Medical Director, William G,
Turnbull, M, D,, arrived at the hospital, together
with a small staff of assistants, conditions were
rather raw and unfinished, Some of the buildings
had not been completed, and the dirt driveways
around the grounds were often deep in mud,

Although the hospital was not officially
opened until January, 1913, the first patients
were admitted in December, 1912, Since construc-
tion work was not completed, these patients were
admitted to the present kitchen and dining room,
By June, 1913, cottages and wards were completed
and in service,

The open pavilions were used for "taking
cure," Camp patients had to spend several hours
of each day there, sitting in canvas chairs known
as "cure" chairs, This took place regardless of
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weather, In very severe weather it was, according
to report, almost impossible to wrap up suffi-
ciently to be comfortable. Whether because of the
treatment or in spite of it, patients of that day
did recover and return to their homes,

For some years the medical staff at Cresson
Sanatorium was small, consisting of four physi-
¢ians--the Medical Director, the Chief of Staff,
and twe staff physicians. The increasing number
of patients and the higher average age of pa=
tients, which inevitably means a greater number of
complicating diseases, together with the develop=
ment of new techniques in the treatment of tuber-
culosis, have combined to necessitate a greater
number of physicians.

The present medical staff consists of the
Medical Director and eight other physicians. The
medical staff is supplemented by a consultant
staff, who are called to the hospital when consul=
tation is requested, [Each is a specialist in his
own particulayr branch of medicine or surgery. Some
hold e¢linics at the hospital regularly, The ma=
jority of the consultants come from either Altoona
or Johnstown.

The medical staff have kept abreast of the
latest developments in the field of tuberculosis,
and patients have always been assured of being
under the care of physicians who are well quali-
fied through education and experience. At the
present time, as for some years past, staff cone=
ferences are held weekly. Each patient's case is
presented at staff conferences periodically.

Originally, Cressonm patients approved for
thoracic surgery were transferred to Hamburg State
Sanatorium, or to Philadelphia or Pittsburgh hose
pitals, Since 1950 Flick State Hospital has had a
consultant surgeon. Chest surgery is now performed
routinely,

Since tuberculosis requires a
period of hpspitaiizatiun? dentnlreizziigég 1::5
ceriain to arise among patients, Decayed, achin
teeth would prevent a patient from resting'proparE
1y, and could seriously interfere with hig nutri.
tion, For this reason, a full-time dentist is
employed at the hospital.

Comprehensive nursing care is ess i
ential
the treatment of tuberculosis, Through the ;oa;:
gatients at the Flick State Hospital have been
ortunate in the quality of nursing carve provided,

" In the fall of 1912, Eliza C, Allison, R,N
came to prepare for the hospital opening. i;
Janua?y. 1913, she was appointed to the position
of Director of Nursing, Miss Allison served in
this capacity until her retirement in 1935, It
was hexr t§sk‘ta get the pattern, and she did this
well, building a spirit of loyalty and devetion
ameng nurses and among other employees as well
Much could be written about her salf-sacrificin&
wurF and genuine interest in the welfare of every
patient. It can be summed up briefly in words on
a bronze plaque dedicated to lier memory in 1941:

Fearless, efficient, resourceful, devoted to th;
welfare of those entrusted to her care,™

From its beginning until a few yea

hospital nursing staff benafited-frni t;: zgﬁéu}::
ant service of Alice 0'Halloran, R, N,, LL, D
éirst Director, Bureau of Public Health Nur;iné:

he, too, arvived with the group who made prepara=-
tions for opening the hospital, Her long years of
service with the Pennsylvania Department of Health
and to the Flick State Hospital were rewarded in

1951, when the nurses' rveside ;
was named in her honor, hoa, '0"Halloran Hall,

The initial staff of nurses was small

but
the sanatorium grew, the number of nursing'pe:sa:E
nel increased, In 1919 a training school for
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practical nurses was established to augment the
services of registersd murses, The training school
was discontinued in the sarly 1950%s,

For the improvement of tuberculesis patient
gars, the Department of Health has provided the
nuesing staff of Flick State llospital with oppar—
tunities for professional growth, Included in the
nursing education program are university Courses,
seminars, coiferences, workshops, and continuoug
in-zervice sducatlon,

futvition is an Important facet of the thorapy
of the tubexvulosls patient. Meals ave planned to *
provide a well-balanced diet which 1is high in
ascorbic oold, vitemin A, and protein, The blood
levels of these three nutwlents have been found to
be lew in patients with tuberculosis,

Approximately 1425 meals are served daily.
Hospital patients are served a selective menu from
modern food trucks which refrigerate ong=third and
heat twoethivds of each tray, In this system of
centralized food servies, foods are Kept at the
peak of palatabillty with high retention of wutri=-
ents, Putlents choose the foods they deaire,
specifying slze of portion, by maviking menus. This
is the only state institution ln Ponnsylvania to
gerve a gelective monu to bed patients. Ambulant
patients are served in a large cafeteria, The menu
is the same throughout the hespital, with the ox=
ception of the modified diets. An average of fifty
varied diots sre served at each meal,

The Dietitian participetes in the educational
program of the hospltal, jnstructing patients
individually and 4in groups on the rudiments of
their diets. This educational program includes
monthly group mestings for disbetic patients and
their families and all parsonnel involved in the

tare of thesa patients,

]

Tha phartaey and the laboratory have each

been maved several

times before tak
‘p';'u;e:t quarters in Medical Seruicsauﬂg " ‘}:dr
j‘r is Bch the same ss in anp hospital . Ph el
ciang”  prescriptions ; e

arp fillad

:i}itgplmged by the phammacist, Hérka:grg::ggdafs

;aiysgs?mgggin;;mrgl rgutinn Eputums t.e;tsh urih
o0 t =

tests, blood t}'pin;; and mu:c]‘:g::fs- Bt

S0 vital is th
::Tgnosi:: of 1111:1?:-::1521;: el B L
H 0 imagine o bospital witho
y 1] A -
Zi;n:ng.‘ifnkﬂgcu:ds indicste that the X=ray E:Y emquip
tate Hospital was initiated in lgl. '1:::

hozpitel now !
iy g a completely modern x—ray depari-

in the
that teday it is difgi-

The Socinl Sexvice departmo
" 11t was
!.;Jl:;a rh:-.s]:r.i.taiI in Febewary, 1950, It IS:BE::& g:
= tlmmxe tha 158 in order for 3 patisnt to njoves
rfl hn3: Tilest passibla time he mesds net anl}
25t pitysical care rpossible but also fresdem

from wers 1
l‘e-.‘-n'.reryf-?. Mental attitude affsces physical

The social worker, th i
2 2l 1 . vough inte
;::Ei:;;ng' P.::ds patients in working :::?::E: :rnr:
family, 1:.!1' tnt:mtﬁy bgmge::unal. B
i : . e years, : o
Lm:ﬁ ?]_'IEEI!. help from federsl, ﬁsr_e ::- ju:-ds
gencies has been secured, At thie pmsént 1;1::*1

there are rosourc
of tihe pationt. es for alwost every possible need

Spirftual welfare of
patients is
:u:;-:t_.:stan: and 3 Catholic Chaplafn, carggaﬁ:hbr
e ot services in the Chapel, visit patients 1‘.s
m:tm:rds. and are on call at gil tioes So .
g & ave aduinistered in the wards tu-musa-cm-
¢ to attend services in the Chapel e
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Heligious services were first held In the
tlonts' dining voom, The nesd for a chapel soon
mnum agparent. The Reverend J, 5, Hslm, D, D,,
pustor of Ceesgon Presbyterlan Church and Protos-
tant Chuplain of Crosson Sonotoriom  untll 1922,
rxaumnll lesdershlp In the drive for funds te bulld
g shupel, fio won e Interest of Mary Copley Thow,
i mealthy Mittebuegh momun  whots sismdar lome wus
at Conggon, Sho soutributed gosorcusly 1o the
fumd.  With thle help and with the unltad afforts
of Cothivlles onmd Protestants, the beoutiful stong
chapo: which stands In the midsts of the hospital
bulldings wea evectsd In 1934, Grace Chapel 1s
8% gondtiuoted thet Leth Catholio and Mrotestogt
iervicoe can be conducted, Chapal sarvless acs
broadoast to the hospital patfents,

The interdior of the chupal wos completely re-
finighed (o 197, ond in !™9 on addition was
bugle provlding a6 effige for the Chaplain and
agoess o o tunnnl connecting the chapel with
ather belldings. About this tims 2 new alactris
organ wwe installed,

The Rehabllitation depariment wms estabilahed
Soptembor 1, 1950, with the appointment of a He=
hablilvatlon Counzelor witha dogree in payobology,
Ihe principal fmetion of the department iz to
eostore putlants to the fullest vocotlomal oad
voonomic usefulness of whioh they are papable,

Bany patients, wpon rocovery, ure physically
oble Lo return té the work they were delng bafore
beconing L1, Others are unsble to do o, bedaise
the work is too strenvous or Le otherwize wunsult=-
ibile,

The sounselor ad=inlstérs wacions tasta to
potients to dotermine the vocntdon for which euoh
is bost sulted, Bofore the potient is disehavged
kls case may be veforred to the Pemnsylvania
Bureau of Vocatfonol Wehabilltation for mssistonss

a

in vocational training, ndvanced edugation, or in
Job placement, A full=time representative af the
bureau is assigned te Flick 5tate Hospital,

The concept of rehabilitation 1is mot new ot
this hespital, From the beginning patients have
been rehabilitated within the hospite]l and hove
boon employed by the hospital, mamy holding key
positions,

Adult education 1z carried on under the
supervision of the Rehabilitatlon daiurtueut. Hith
the discontinuation of the children's department,
school fapilities were put to use for sdult educa
thin, Adult education was not something completely
new, {or there hod been adult evening classes in
typing and sherthand for some years, and several

adults had bean helped to complete their high
school courses,

Under this program, high sehosl students are
able to keep up with thelr classes, Porsons who
have not finished high school have an apportunity
to do go. Credit for high school work may bo obe=
tained by taking the Migh School Equivalent Exami-
Rations gleen three times a year nt Fliek State
Hospital by the Pennsylvania Deportment of Publis
Instruction, Courses ove offeved n typlag and
shorthand, and in many other subjects, for those
wiho wish to continue thedr sdusation,

This hospital Mas always hod soms form of
occupational therapy, In the early doys of the
hospital there were classes in basketry ond wood-
working. Embroidery work, crochetlng, and knit-
ting were oncouraged, one patient teaching an=
other, Somsone started leather work und others
soon became Interested in it. Sowe patients =ode
Gostumo Jewelry, In the lote 1940's & ceramics
elass was storted, with two volunteer teaghers,



An organized Occupational Therapy department
was storted in 1950, with a trained Oscupational
Therapist in charge. This department provides an
apportunity for learning warious kindg of needla-
work, erocheting, knitting, weaving, cevamies,
leather werk, metsl work, wood work, and the mak-
ing of jewelry. An effort Ls mude Lu provide every
patient with some type of cccupational therupy, os
part of bhis trestment, Visitors are welcome
during working hours to sea the work on display in
Lhis department.

In view of the long=term hospitalization
required for tuberculosis patients, it is neges-
sary to provide some form of vecreatiom., A 1l-
brary wis $tarted soon after Cresson Sonatorium
wne opened, Peooks were donated by Individunls and
by orgonizotions, The libeary has grown until to-
day 4 govd-sized room 1 requized for its well-
filled shelves, with books to sult overy imterost.
A number of mogazines are received regulorly. Each
ward 15 visited once @ week by the librarion and
hi# bookmobile. The library s open during cer-
tain hours of the morming for thoze who wish to
select reading material.

In the sarly yoars, befove radic and televi-
glon were avsilable, ona evening @ weel wos desig-
nnted as "Seclal Might,” Ambulsnt patients went
to the Comunity Hall for carie, Refreshments were
gerved, bolh in the Ball and in the waords, Sugh
agtivitiss were wunder the divection of & group
known a8 the Pationts' Soolsl Comsittes. There
wis ulways @ Hallowa'sn party, o custom still
garried on, Movies were shown from time to time.

Todoy the wards are provided with television,
aud each bed has sarphones for radie, Movies are
ghown in the words one eveming a woek during the
winter months, Parties ere held from time to
time, A Houreation Therapy Alde 1Is In chavge of
all recreationsl mctivites.

10

Logated at the main entrance of the Adminis-
tration Bullding, the telephone office may well be
tarmed the "pearve canter” of the institution, ae
it i3 the foeal point for all hospital communicn-
tiong ond the recelving department for packages,
flowers, and other articles delivered to ilie Hog=
pital for patients ond personnel.

COparators, wio wmust be fumiliar with the
piiysical plon of the hospital and with the func-
tions of 2ll departmentz, sorve 45 represontatives
of the hospital in desling with the publio, The
work s not Limited to PBX operating, bur also ine
ecludes peception dutios; operation of master radic
for the entire bospltel, es well o the publio ad-
dress system for Chupel wervices and other special
programa of this nature over our own station;
chamnallng music to patlents' and stulf diming
rooms during meal hours,

The hogpital has its own post office, =
braueh of the Gresson Post Office. Such o large
numbey of persons owey from home as ave included
in the patient popalation of the hospital results
in & large volume of mail.

The Community Store provides an  important
pervice for both patients and employees, The
store had lts origin In the early daye of the
sanatorium, whan one of the putlente obtained per-
mission to keep & stock of goods from which the
other patients could smeke purchases, His supply,
which consisted chiefly of notions, stationery,
thermomoters, opples and oranges, w3 kepr et hiy
ppdside, With & basket on hiz arm, he went from
ward to ward selling his wores.

Whan the business was sbondomed by its origl-
nator, It was taken over by another patient, a
Miss Porter. She was given @ small voom in whloh
to keep her store, which caome to be spoken of as
"Porter's.” Several assistants of Miss Porter

11



went through the wards taking orders, which were
delivered to the wards in baskets, Tha assistants
received a ten per cent commission, Capp patients
and employees went directly to the store to make
their purchases,

When Miss Porter gave up the store around
1919, it was decided that it should no longer be a
private venture, but rather a community enterprise
for the benefit of all, Several persons advanced
the capital needed to purchase the merchandise,
The Community Store, as it came to be known, later
bought out their interest in the business,

It would be impossible to list all that the
Community Store has done and is doing for the
benefit of the patients, but a few of the services
for which it is responsible may be listed: films
and movie equipment; central broadecasting and pub-
lic address system; television sets for the wards;
redecorating the Community Hall and the patients’
dining roem; carpet and other equipment for Grace
Chapel; flowers for Chapel services: attractive
furnishings for solaria; typewriter tables and
posture chairs for typing elass; ecorn for feeding
desr in winter,

When Cresson Sanatorium was opened in 1912,
the only transportation was that provided hy sev-
eral mules brought from Mont Alts. At that time
patients usually came to Cresson by the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad, They were met at the station and
brought to the sanatorium in a wagon or sled drawn
by two mules, Practically all equipment, sup-
plieg, and mail came to Gresson by railroad,

_ The first motor vehicle owned by the sanato=
rium was a 1913 Model T Ford, The next was a big
A!co truck. Some time after this, two cars, a
;;aren Arrow and a Packard, were donated by Mrs,

aw,
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Even aftor automobiles had come into use, it
was often necessary to use the mwles, or horses,
in winter, By 1914 stone has been placed om the
driveways, eliminating the mud, aond later the
Highway Deportment added blacktop, However, the
supgtoriom had no  snow plow and had to depend on
the [lighwoy Department to keep the driveways open
in winter., When this service wns delayed, thers
wag 4 return to the horse-drawn sled, In the eariv
i%40's the horses and sled disappeared from the
eans,

Today Flick State Hospital has its own snow
plows and snow removal equipeent, as well as a
fleet of cars and trucks equipped to meet ali the
naeds of the hospital,

Many shonges and improvememts hoeve been vade
in grounds and buildings since 1913, Far zome
years the water supply was o problem, Thisz wos
solved by purchasing water from the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company, amd pumping it to the hospital
rescrvoirs,

A tree plonting prograw, started in 1917,
resulted in the planting of thousands of seedling
pines, spruces, ond Hemlooks on the grounds.
Practically all of the large svergrecns on the
grounds arve the result of this program,

The first major addition to the hospital was
a west wing, which was built im 1915 ond 1916, At
the zame time on addition was made to the dining
bullding, giving more kitchen ond dining space, a8
well as additional quarters for nurses. At this
time, too, a residence was buwilt for the Medical
Divector, who had been occupying o cottage on the
Mountain Howse grounds near Cresson, A few years
later an addition was made to the east wing, which
provided a solarium om each floor,

13



Construction during the 1920's  included the
Comuuﬂity Hall, hespital porches, garage, a "play-
:uuse for the children, and two four-room school-

ouges,

Children's Wouse, now Unit III, was completed
late in 2931, and opened in &pril: 1932, During
t?e ;930 & the work of remodeling the ehildren's
playhounse, a large stone buildin into th -
ont Surgery was started, o o e

. World Wor LI put an end to construction, but
@5 soon a8 materials were agoin availsble, wosk

wos started on two sottoges for doctors, two units.

for patlents, a nurses' residenva, on addition tg
ihe Chapei, ond sn addition to the power plant, A
fow years later three additional cottages for dog-
tors were buiit., The staff dining room was re-
medeled and anlarged in the late 1940's,

liedigal Service Unit, opened in the fall of
1952, houses the X-Ray Deportment, Clinieal Laso-
ratory, Phavsaey, Dental Clinie, Social Service
Department, Aduission Office, Employess" Dispen-
sary, mmd Out-Patient Department on  the ground
rtuar and on first floor. On the second fleor
there are rooms with o capacity of -
o iy pacliy oi twonty-scven

An aqdition to the Administration Building fu
1952 provided & conference room for the medienl
staff; office space for the Business Manpger; a
staff offiqa for the doctors; and a room used iur
group mectings, lectures, and films, An stirac-—
tive entrance to the Administration Building was
comploted in 1962,

In 1951 alterations were made to four
wards
converting each inte one- ond two-bed rooms and ;
amall ward,  About the same time, the cumbersome
elevators that had bean installed originally were
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replaced by automatic elevaters. With the comple-
tion of Units I and II, the cottages of Men's anmd
Women's Camps were no longer needed and were dis-
mantled,

The laundry has been expanded and new equip-
ment las been added to meet the growing needs of
the hospital. 'The most recent addition to the
laundry, completed in 1962, makes possible more
efficient operation,

The first recveation hall was built around
1915, Miss Allison, Chief Murse, was instrumental
in raising funds for this purpose. When ono of
the Yrganizations Intevested in the hospital con-
teibuted flve hwndred dollars, construction was
begun, ‘The money was used to buy lumber, o saw-
mill on the grounds provided odditienal lumber,
and tho sonatorium carpenters ereoted the build-
ing, The hall was used for movies, sntertainments,
howe  talont shows, parties, and similar asctivi-
ties, Eventually, it wos outgrown, -md Dboecame
o plumbing shop.

The present Community Holl was built in 1925,
It was completely venovated in 1951, The Interior
of the building was rvedecorsted by a nationally
known firm of decorators, stage curtains wore
hutg, and theater seats were installed.

In time it became more economical for the
hospital to buy some of the things it hed once
produged, Improved roads and the development of
poultry farms in the area led to tie abandonment
of poultry raising in the ecarly 1930's.

In 1957 the hospital began to buy its elec-

trical power. Electricsl power cen still be pro-
duced here, but is maintained enly as a standby.

15



There ave no longer children at Flick State
Hospital, because today few children need haspital
treatment for Lubercilosis, At one time the hos=
pital had more thon two hundved fifty childrem as
patients, Only o few of them were sctive cases of
tubaroulosis, For the majority, the hoespital
served as a preventorium, ALl had been exposed to
the disease, usually in their own lomes, and wera
therefore potential vietins, Under a vegimen
which included vest, good food, fresh air and sun-
shine, togeiher with corcection of such physical

gegest: as infected tousils, dental caries, and
efective eyesight, the childpen N
resist tubersulosis, BV e

As the number of children ndmitted (o the
sanatorium invreased, the need arose of providing
tiem with some schooling, A small frume struetura
heated by w voul stove, was erected in 1915, and ;
g;;:;nt Trho 1J:&u bean 5 teacher was placed in

0. The first textbooks were don -
town Public Schools, . G S

After the west wing wes opened, with child
decupying  ten of the twelve wzids.. -] pluygru:::
wos laid out, the Ifttle schoolhouse was uoved
there, and twe others like it were built, together
with an open pavilion for play, In time the three
little schoolhouses were replaced by twe four=room
schoolhouses, From 1921 on, the school followed
the course of study used by the public schools,
Eighth grade pupils took the high school entrance

cxaminations giveu by the Co
by ¥ unty Superintendent of

School hours were somewhat unusual, in that
sessions were conducted in the morning and in the
evening, 50 that the children could have theix
free time in the afternoon, when they could play
cutdoors. Morning sessions of school were held
the year round, but evening sessions were discon—
tinued in summer,
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The ehildren's playground was equipped with a
veriety of play equipment. Located on the side of
a hill, it provided @ fine sledding and skiing
area, All playground aectivities were undor the
supeyvision of the teachers.

With the opening of Children's House in 1932,
the services of the hospitel were for the first
time made available to children under six. A
nursery was established to care for children under
six.

The number of children needing treatment
gradually decreased, and in 1950 the chlildren's
department was discontinued, Children's House be-
came Unit IIT, a hospital buflding for adults,
One of the two schoolhouses wes wused for othex
purposes, and the other is still in wse for adult
educotion,

In Decenber, 1956, Cresson Sanotorium became
officially the Lawrence F. Flick Stote Hospital,
In giving the hospital this newe the Depanrtment of
Health pald honer to 4 notive of Cambria County
who was for mony years a leader in the fight
against tuberculosis, Or, Flick founded the first
anti-tuberculosis association In the United States
and established in Philadelphin the Phipps Insti-
tute, which has pioneered in research in tubercu-
losis,

During the first fifty years of Flick Stote
Hospital's existence, more than thirty-elght thou-
sand persons have received treatment for tubercu-
losis. The majority of them have Dbeen able ta
return to soclety and lead normal lives,

An employee starting work in this hospital in
the early 1920"s was told by a member of the moedi-
cal staff that within ten years the hospital would
be used for a different purpose, Dbecause tubercu-
losis was so nearly conguered, That expectation
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was not realized, but there is now good reason for
the hope that in the near future tuberculosis will
be completely eradicated,
MEDICAL DIRECTORS

No one ean predict with certainty what the =%

next fifty years will bring, nor what purpose this

hospital will be sexving when It observes its one L Wiltiam 6. Turmbull, ¥, D, 19121923

hundredth anniversary, Ome can be certuin that

progress will continue in the mext fiffy years. Thomas H, A, Stites, M. D. 1923-1935

The Lawrence F, Flick State Hospital will be in o

the forefront, alleviating suffering, promoting Louis A, Wesner, M, D. 1935-1939

health, and keeping abreast of the latest develop- 5

ments in the field in which it serves. Thomas H, A, Stites, M, D. 1939=194
B, Franklin Royer, M, D, 1943=1947
Harry W. Weest, M. D. 1947~

NURSING DIREGTORS
Eliza C, Allisen 1913-1935
Iymela M, Witke 1935-1936
Nellie J, Boyls 1936-1945
Agnes Molane i 1945-1948
; Dorothy M. Rivers 1949-1952
Rachel A, Neill 1952-1%61
' Eleanor McHail 1961=
18

Program

Pregiding . .o covnvaiis svina i Harry W, Weest, M. D,
Medical Directar, Elick State Hogpital

Invocation ....covvviivnnciennnn... Rev, Walter B. Purmel]
Mo pital € haplain

Selection . .veeverinsviinearenss Altoona Kiwanis Choir

Under divectton — Howard W, Linduman

Introduction of Guests . ............ Harry W. Weest, M.D.
The Lawrence F. Flick State Hospital, which is adminis-
tered by the Pennsylvania 'I}l'.parmu':nl of Health, through the Address of Welcome . ... HD:I'L Charles L. Wilbar, Jr., M.D,
Division of Tuberculosis Control, is a fully aceredited hospital. Seursiary of Hosth, Commermerttiaf £t
It was named in honor of Lawrence F. Flick, M.D., a native s A s Hon. John P, Saylor
of Cambria County, who was a pionecr in tuberculosis control, 2 } ]

Congressman 22md Disirice

Through the efforts of Samuel G, Dixon, M.D., Pennsyl-

- . e ; JEEHON wsv vsvawwsnvaesisnns sviayeies Kiwanis Choi
vania’s first Commissioner of Health, the land on which the Seleoton il Ohole
hospital is built, comprising 500 acres, was donated to the
: . Anno 1 e v e e e v bisce e s . We .
Commonwealth by Andrew Carnegic, for the sum of one b s Bty W. Woosh, MiD.
dollar, p—y

Benedietion ... ..., Rev, Father Walter Byrne
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